A Pastoral Letter to the Parish on the St. Michael Prayer
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

For a few years our parish, in fidelity to a diocesan mandate from Bishop Stika, has recited the
Prayer to Saint Michael at the end of mass. That initiative was always envisioned as temporary
within a broader set of spiritual practices. Our current bishop, Bishop Beckman, has removed
that mandate. After prayer, consultation, and careful review of the Church’s liturgical norms, |
write to share how we will proceed.

What the Church asks of us

In 1964, Pope Saint Paul VI approved the Instruction Inter Oecumenici implementing the
Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy. Among its provisions: “The last Gospel is omitted; the
Leonine Prayers are suppressed.” (Inter Oecumenici, 26 September 1964, no. 48 j). The Prayer
to Saint Michael was one of the Leonine Prayers historically said after Low Mass; it was never
part of the mass itself.

The current liturgical books are equally clear that nothing is to be added to mass on private
initiative. The General Instruction of the Roman Missal states that the priest “is not permitted,
on his own initiative, to add, to remove, or to change anything in the celebration of Mass”
(GIRM, no. 24). The same Instruction outlines the Concluding Rites as brief announcements (if
needed), the greeting and blessing, the dismissal, and the reverence to the altar (GIRM, no. 90).
There is no provision for inserting other prayers into the rite itself.

A renewed appreciation for Saint Michael

This fall | had the grace to journey with our local Franciscan fraternity through the ancient
practice of Saint Michael’s Lent (from 15 August to 29 September). Praying and fasting with the
Church’s tradition deepened my gratitude for the Archangel’s protection and his ongoing
ministry in our midst.

Quis ut Deus?—“Who is like God?” —is both Saint Michael’s name and his battle cry. Satan
refused to serve; he refused obedience. Saint Michael’s humble fidelity teaches us the
importance of obedience to God and to the Church that Christ established.

What we will do beginning the First Sunday of Advent

Beginning on the First Sunday of Advent (Sunday, November 30, 2025), we will conclude every
mass according to the Roman Missal without the communal recitation of the Saint Michael
Prayer. This is not a judgment against the prayer nor a lessening of devotion to Saint Michael.
Rather, it is an act of obedience to the Church’s liturgical law and an effort to keep our focus
within the mass on the sacred rites themselves and their missionary sending: “Go forth, the
Mass is ended.”

Devotion continues - rightly ordered

Saint Michael is the Prince of the heavenly hosts and a protector of the Church. Devotion to
him remains good, wise, and fruitful. | warmly encourage you:

* to pray the Saint Michael Prayer silently as a personal devotion before or after mass, or aloud
at home with your families;



+ to include the prayer in parish devotions outside of mass (e.g., rosary, holy hours, and other
approved paraliturgical settings);

+ to entrust to Saint Michael our parish's mission to evangelize, defend the vulnerable, and
stand firm in the truth with charity.

Thank you for receiving this change in the spirit of faith and unity. Saint Michael’s example of
obedience helps us to conform our worship to what the Church asks, so that our hearts are
formed for the mission Christ gives us at the dismissal.

Please know of my daily prayers for you. May Saint Michael protect us, and may the Lord
strengthen us for every good work.

In Christ,
Fr. Adam Royal

Pastor
St. Alphonsus Parish



